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Geographical books &c. by him? If you can, see him. (To 
John Hopkins, Richmond.) 

Brandon Sep tr 3 d 98. 
My wife and children have been sick for six weeks with the 
ague & fever & chicken-pox. They are still sick. The fatigue 
of attending the courts all last month, or riding in the night last 
week from Surry C'thouse to see an acquaintance in the neigh- 
borhood gave me a fever which has lasted from Friday till this 
time without much intermission. I did exert myself to ride home 
on Saturday, but I am sure I could not now hold out to ride to 
Richmond. I am sorry that I cannot in consequence be with you 
to morrow to have my deposition taken. If my fever goes off 
& my strength returns I will come during the sitting of the D 4 C. 
& I suppose M r Tyler will not stand on the point of lawful notice. 
(To John Hopkins, Esq., Richmond.) 



AN OLD LETTER.* 

Lewis Burwell (his Letter to) M r Broadhurst. 
ffor his respected ffreind M r Walter Brodhurst at his home upon 

Nominye, Potomacke River, present. 
M r Brodhurst 

And my most hon rd freind yo rs rec d wherein I understand 
yo r great care alwayes of yo r absent friend w ch I hope I shall not 
dye unrequited if I survive this my long sickness w ch hath beane 
of a yeares continuance what you have or shall receive I shall 
desire yo u to convey to me as soon as possible, but if yo u vallew 
your freind buy yo r young son a cow with part of it or else you 



* This was copied from a record book in Northumberland county. 
Lewis Burwell died November 6, 1653, not long after this letter was 
written and in the thirty-third year of his age. He was founder of a dis- 
tinguished Virginia family, which has been represented in many offices to 
the present day. He married Lucy Higginson, daughter of Captain Robert 
Higginson. Walter Brodhurst, to whom this letter was written, was 
son of William Brodhurst, of Lilleshall, Shropshire, gentleman. He died 
in Northumberland county, Virginia, in 1657, leaving in Virginia sons 
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iniure me the porke & corne canot come in a more welcome time 
some troubles I have undergone in the change of time but God 
kath delivered me out of them I shall be still ready to manifest 
that freindship w ck I have at all times pretended & be ready to 
assist you in anything that lyes in my power By the next I shall 
inlarge w ch I cannot being ill & unsettled in mind my respect to 
yo r self & good wife I am M r Brodhurst that freind w ch truly 
loves & respects yo u & shall doe while I am Lewis Burwell 
Octo: y e 12th 52. Recorded the Jan. 1652 (1653). 



ELIZABETH CITY COUNTY RECORDS. 

Price of Lots. 

Whereas severall Lots at the Town of Hampton are taken up 
& surveyed by psons in this county and payed fpr at the laying 
the Last Years Levy and Such taken up by Law are Enjoyned to 
reimburse the County according to pportions it being I78 lb p head 
it is therefore ordered y l maj r W m Wilson high Sher doe take & 
receive of Every such pson for Each half acre y e said Sum of 
I78 lb and in Case they or any of y m shall refuse to make such 
paym' the sd sher is hereby ordered to make distress of any pte 
of y e delinquents Estate for Satisfaction thereof. 1694. 

Gerard and Walter, and a daughter Elizabeth. The name is now spelt 
Broaddus, and rendered distinguished by its being the patronymic of the 
celebrated Baptist preacher, John A. Broadus. 

Lately the tombstone and remains of the buried representatives of the 
Burwell family at "Fairfield," the original homestead in Gloucester county, 
have been removed to Abingdon churchyard. Mr. W. G. Stanard, who 
superintended, writes: "The condition of the remains was wonderful. The 
skeleton of Lewis Burwell" (he who wrote the above letter) "was almost 
complete, and the skull of Lucy Higginson (that Virginia Eve) was still 
as hard as a brick." In 1894 the editor visited the old brick house at the 
Burwell place, and saw high up on one of the chimneys the inscription "L. 
A. B., 1694," which, of course, expressed the year of the erection and the 
names of the founders- — Lewis Burwell, second of the name, and his wife 
Abigail Smith, niece of the Hon. Nathaniel Bacon, Esq. Since my visit 
the house has unfortunately fallen a victim to the flames. 



